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At the hand of every man's brother. will I require the life of man, 
Mioſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ht hrs blood be hed; for in 
the image of God made he man. Gen. ix. 5. 6, 


Ye | ſhall take no ſatisfaftion for the life of a murderer, which ts guilty 
| of death; he ſhall ſurely be put to death, Numb. xxxv. 31. 
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THE SECOND EDITION. 


T E ready acceptance of the firft impreſ- 
ſion of this diſcourſe, is a ſufficient ac- 


knowledgment to the author, of the propriety of 


publiſhing it. It affords. hima ſuperior ſatisfac- 
tion, that the principle which gave riſe to the 
delivery, and the publication of a ſermon on 
ſuch an uncommon ſubject, has not only been 
diſcovered, but warmly approved of by the greater 
part of thoſe who firſt heard it, and a far greater 
number who have ſince read it. He wiſhes to 
aſſure his Readers, with the greateſt frankneſs, 
that he is inconſcious of any other motive than 
the public good, and has therefore wholly 
adapted his ſmall performance, to a general 
circulation among the labouring poor. 


Gratitude demands his affectionate acknowledg- 
ments to his worthy Brethren, who have recom- 
mended it to their Congregations; and to thoſe 


Gentlemen, both in Mancheſter and Stockport, 


who have ordered large quantities, to diſtribute 
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among their working people and dependents. 
He is thankful for their good wiſhes to a well- 


meant, but feeble attempt, to prevent Vice and 


promote Virtue, . 


The increaſing demand for greater numbers 


than the firſt impreſſion could ſupply, is a 


ſufficient apology — publiſhing a ſecond. The 
generous and kind offers which have been made 
to the Author, by Gentlemen whofe names he 


is not at liberty to mention, is a corroborating 


inducement to come forward, openly to ac- 
knowledge the public approbation, and to offer 
his ſervices to further acceptance, 


Next to the bleſſing of Almighty God (whoſe 


cauſe he pleads with his fellow men) to render 
it uſeful, he will eſteem the public Favour his 


higheſt Felicity, as this will ſecure him the pe- 
culiar ſatisfaction of doing good. 8 


Hatherlow, near Stockport, 
Dec. zoth. 1790. 


. 


WHEN HE MAKETH INQUISITION FOR BLOOD, RE. 
REMEMBERETH THEM, a 


PSALM 9, 12. 


ÞE is by the authority of this, and other 
ſacred Scriptures to the ſame import, that 
I call your ſerious attention to the moſt awful, 
horrid, affecting, and lamentable ſubject, that 
can be preſented to the human mind. The ſub- 
ject is Murder—at the idea of which every 
heart ſhrinks. As an awful inſtance of it has 
fallen out in our Pariſh, and ſo near us, and as 
ſo many thouſands have not only heard of it, 
through the medium of the public papers, but 
have ſeen the execution of public juſtice on th 

Murderer, now hanging in chains, on a com- 
mon the moſt ſuited to expoſe the crime, and 
the criminal; ſo it becomes all the well-wiſhers 


of religion, morality, and virtue, eſpecially the 


Miniſters of it, to attempt, according to their 


ability, an improvement of this very mournful 


accident, 


I ſhall not intrude on our time in giving a 
narrative of this moſt wicked and helliſh action. 


It is ſufficiently known, and therefore needs na 
recital; © | | 


Without 


It may be proper here to mention the infernal wickedneſy 
of this murder That a Cotton Spinner, late living in the 
town of Stockport, did on the 21ſt of June, late at night, 
come from a public houſe in the town, drun4 to his own houſe; 
when he called his wife, then with child, out of bed, and 
murdered her in gold blood, in the preſence of their eldeſt ſon, 
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_- Without further preamble, therefore, upon the 


eccaſion of this Diſcourſe, I ſhall requeſt your 


moſt ſerious attention to the ſubject itſelf; which 
is, the Six oH Murpes, in its horrid nature, and 
dreadful conſequences. A more heart-rending 
ſubject, I cannot offer to conſideration; nor 
can you employ your thoughts on one more 
moving, and awful. It preſents to you a fel- 
low creature taking away the life of another, 
in an unnatural, barbarous, and cruel man- 
ner! A man enraged, with diabolical mad - 
neſs, and revenge! A rational creature, tramp- 
ling on reaſon, religion, and the authority of 
God! A dependent, weak, and feeble mor- 
tal, aſſuming to itſelf the province of the Al- 
mighty, who only has the power of taking away 
ar pleaſure, that life which he in goodneſs gave! 
See here the moſt intolerable fight! An infer- 
nal fpirit poſſeſſing an immortal ſoul, and glut- 
ting itſelf in human blood! | 


Do. not your hearts tremble, at the thoughts 
of a creature ſo depraved? And are you not 
all ready to take up a Lamentation, on the pi- 
tiable ſtate. of human nature? What is not 
man capable of? What may he not perpe- 
trate, when he has arrived to that height of 


who was a principal evidence againſt- his father on the Coro. 
ner's tent N. We have not heard one circumſtance in fa- 
vour of the murderer, to leſſen the guilt of his crime. Having 
therefore murdered, and inhumanly taken away the life of his 
innocent, and pregnant wife, whom he ought to have loved, 
defended, and comforted, he deſervedly ſuffered; and now 
juſtly hangs in irons, to be a warning to all wicked, ungodly 
drunkards; to be as it were a Moniter from the infernal 
World, to all inbuman, cruel, and blood-thirſty ſinners, that 
they may not come to his awful end, and avoid his puttiſh- 


ment both in this world and in that to come. 
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iniquity, in which he has no fear of God befbre 
his eyes! When he reſtrains the duties of Re- 
ligion, and lays the word of God aſide, and 
pays no regard to the diftates of his conſcience 
The then becomes a monſter of impiety, a de- 
ſpiſer of God and truth, a ſon of Belial, a child 
of the Devil!!! f ee oo 


let me retire within myſelf, and I ſhall find 
the ſeeds, the growth and maturity of which, I 
lament in a miſerable, deteſted fellow creature. 
Be it my principal care to ſubdue and deſtroy 
them, in the tempers, and diſpoſitions of- my 
mind. My God! may I have an humble ſenſe 
of the danger of my preſent fallen ſtate; and p 
ever act under the direction of thy unerring 
word, ſo as to overcome the pride, the envy, and 
all the ſinful paſſions of my heart; and to grow 
b in the grace and knowledge of my Lord and 
Reedeemer Ixsus. U hat by imitating the perfect 
pattern of his nieek, and humble life, I may, 
by the all- ſupporting aid of his omnipotknt 
arm, and by the guidance of his eternal ſpirit, 
eſcape the dangers of temptation; the pollutions 
of the wicked; and the ignominy of an untime- 
© ly end. And, finally, by thy grace, Bleſſed 
Saviour, be received into the manſions of peace; 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; where 
the abominable and murderer cannot come. 
To aſſiſt ſuch pious ſentiments, and contri- 
bute in ſome ſmall meaſure, to increaſe your 
abhorrence of the crime we have in view, we 
fhall conſider a little 7 he Care of Divine Provi- 
. dence over the ie of Man; which will open to 
us The great and horrid iniquity of infringing, or 
deſtroying that Life—The ſteps by which ſome 


Men 
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Men advance to this GREATEST of all Sins—and 
. IRA PI uſe of the whole. 


Ir'is no difficult thing to find out abundant 5 
evidence in proof of the rixsx of theſe conſider- 
ations. Divine Providence is ſo nearly related 
to divine exiſtence, that they muſt ſtand or fall 
together. It would be inglorious to the Author 


of ;all things, to have no care over the work- 


manſhip of his hands: nay, without his conti- 


nued Power and Providence to ſupport them, 
they could not maintain the exiſtence he has 
given them. But he zupholdeth all things by the 
- ward of his power.“ This is clearly ſeen by 
every diſcerning eye in the Laws of Nature and 
Revelation. Their authority and influence are 
united in the preſervation of human life; nor 
is any doctrine or precept 1 in omg; in the leaſt 
: hurtful to It, 


Self- preſervation is a firſt principle of the 
Law of Nature. This is imprinted on the 
fleſhly tables of the human heart, by the great 


Author of Nature, to teach man the care of his 


Maker for the preſervation of his life. A man 


will give all he hath for his life. It is his deareſt . 


and moſt invaluable treaſure; and for the ſake 
of it, every thing he enjoys is dear to him. He 
values his enjoyments for the ſake of his life; 
becauſe, withour it, nothing could be of any uſe, 
or ſatisfaction to him. Hence, a natural pro- 
penſity ariſes for health, and property; and a 


.continual deſire for the increaſe, and ſecurity 


of both. What is more clearly ſeen here than 
the goodneſs of God? who, to manifeſt his 
care for the life of his favoured creature, has 
put into his nature and conſtitution, a. = 5 

el - 


| 13-92 3 
Self-preſervation, by which he guards againſt 


danger and miſery. 


This is further evident, on a view of the moſt 
guilty criminal ; who, to preſerve his forfeited 
life, flies from incenſed Juſtice. The moſt 
atrocious murderer, who wickedly robs his 


deareſt friend of life, will flee for the ſafety of 


his own. . :He knows he is guilty of his bro- 
ther's blood. His guilt fills him with fear, and 
he flies. He hides himſelf from the avenger, 
unwilling to make an atonement by his own 
life, for that life he has deſtroyed. Thus did 
Cain, when he murdered' his brother Abel. 


But for the preſervation of life, Nature unites 
her efforts. See the powerful union of Heaven 
and Earth for this end. Though the Heavens 
may ferve to higher purpoſes, than the conve- 
niency and happineſs of Man, yet we are ſure 
we enjoy high benefits from their eſtabliſnment. 
So uſeful are the heavenly bodies to us, that life 


would be miſerable, (it it could at all ſubſiſt} 


without them. The elements of nature, how- 


ever, are indiſpenſibly neceſſary to life, and the 


preſervation of ir. How full are they of life, 
for the care and ſupport of ours. Every crea- 
ture which God has made, is commanded to 
obey, aſſiſt and ſupport us. The earth we tread 
on is bound by the law of nature to feed us. 
She is our common mother, by whom we are 
brought forth, and is not more bound than 


willing and ready, to adminiſter every Good for 


the conveniency, comfort, and ornament of 
| 35 life: 
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life: This eee t hath the received of 
our Father. [ | rk 
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Wherever we look, how wonderfully great is 


his goodneſs! Well might the holy Pſalmiſt, 


call upon the ſons of men, to praiſe him for it, 


in ſtrains ſo frequent, and animated. O that 
men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs! In 


Mort, he has appointed every ſeaſon to be the 
guardian, and preferver of human life, and, 
therefore, they ſhall not fail, while they have 
a life to ſupport. Where 1s divine Providence 
more \ manifeſt than here? And what is the 
object of this Providence? Doubtleſs, the life 
of man: for his bread ſhall be given him to 
ſupport it; and his water ſhall be ſure for its 


comfort, 


Anothet illuſtration of * argument, we 
have from the ſtages of this preſent life. In- 
fancy, youth, and old age, are the objects of 
providential Care. The life of an infant is of 
as great value with the Author of life, as that of 
an adult; and the ſame law of preſervation 
extends to both. Yes, the irrational tribes of 
creatures teach mankind, that there is in them 
an impulſive law, by which” they will defend 


their offspring in the face of death itſelf; and 


not heſitate to oppoſe the Deſtroyer, with the 
deſtroying weapon in his hand, to the apparent 
danger of their own lives. How ſtrongly does 
this principle operate in the maternal mind, 


vpon whoſe tender care, and affectionate ſup- 


rt, the feeble, 1 — chiefly de- 
pends, 


The 


= 


. The paternal ſolicitude and care are no leſs 


remarkable, and equally as good a proof of the 
eare of divine Providence in behalf of infants. 
Wby, dear Parents, has the Parent of Nature 
implanted in you ſo ſtrong an attachment to 
your offspring? It is, that you may be cartfuhof 
the life of your. ſecond ſelves; to preſerve them 
from all harm and danger; and to teach you that 
his watchful Providence is round about them, 
and that he has made you the- ee e Admini- 
ſtrators of it. rd 


Does not the infinitely good, and beneficent 
Father, magnify his care of the life of man, in 
conducting it from a ſtate of helpleſs infancy 
to vigorous youth, and manhood? It is now 


he calls upon the mind, ariſen to maturity, to 


contemplate by what care it has grown up; 
ſurvey the numerous dangers it has paſſed ; the 
powers it is now poſſeſſed of, and capable of 
exerting; and the many troubles, trials, and 
temptations of life before it. Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, (not in the fins and follies 
of youth, but) in the care of an all-wiſe Pro- 
tector, who has hitherto preſerved - thee, and 
will moſt certainly © be with thee, whilſt thou art 
with him; bur if thou forſake him, he alio 
will forſake thee. 


«Lens 1 of this delightful ſubject, may 


we learn from the laſt ſtages of life. Though 
this is oft a time of great affliction, and even 
of penury, to a great and uſeful part of a 
community, vet it is no argument againſt, 
and ought never to be admitted in reflection on 
the care of divine Providence; becaule this 
world, at beſt, is unworthy of the reſidence of 
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an immortal ſpirit, originally intended to live 
in the enjoyment of God: becauſe God hath 
Prepared a better ſtate for his ſervants, than 
this is ever capable of being: and, therefore, 
to wean them from their fond attachment to this 
preſent life, he wiſely ſuffers it to become bitter 
to them, that their deſires may be directed to 
that which is far better. 


From this view of the ſubject, how horribly 
ſinful; how deviliſhly wicked; how daring 
againſt God muſt the attempt be, to take away 
a life which he is ſo careful to preſerve! O 
my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto 
their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou uni- 
ted: for in their anger they flew a man, and in 
their ſelf-will they digged down a wall.“ 


But to come to a nearer view of this part of 
our ſubject, let us attend to the laws of Reve- 
Jation. Every page exhibits the truth we plead 
for. Here we have it ſhining in its luſtre and 
glory. What but the goodneſs and care of 
divine Providence, gave being to theſe laws? 
They are a proof not only of the wiſdom, but 
of the love of God for the human race. 


Every myſtery, precept, and exhortation, has 
the good of man in view. The preſervation, 
comfort, and happineſs of his life, are never 
out of ſight in this ſacred Code. The mind of 
its Author, therefore, muſt be very warmly ſet 
on this highly-favoured creature. His God and 
Maker not only provides for him, as we have 
ſeen; but he here condeſcends to converſe fa- 
_ miliarly with him, and to teach him by what 
Means 


1 

means he may preſerve his life in this avert; 
and attain to happintlh m that to come for ever. 

Here we behold him in ther nde en- 
Pon character, which he often aſſumes in the 
ſacred Sctiptures, viz, TAE FATHER of Merores: 
In mercy he has revealed himſelf to the ſons of 
men, exhibiting his care for their lives and per- 
ſons in every precept, 'prohibition and promiſe, 
which his mild and merciful Laws contain. 
The authority he exerciſes over us is not only 
ſovereign, but highly paternal. As the Father 
of Spirits, he rules and governs the Sons of 
Adam, by laws fuitable to their e! "which is 
that of moral agents. | 


It is proper, that we mould now feter to thoſe | 
Precepts and Probibitions which immediacely 
concern our preſent ſubject, 


The Arſt of theſe is e e in r Moral 
Law, given by Moſes. The /econd in the 
threatenings of this Law, upon the diſobedient. 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me'.— 
© Thou ſhalr' worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve'—* Thou ſhalt remember the 
Sabbath Day, to keep it holy“ Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, ſoul, and 
ſtrength Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
felf,” &c.—are Precepts founded on the natural 

relation fabfiſting between God, and his ane 
. ien creature. / 


© Thou ſhalt nor line the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain'—* Thou ſhalt not cemmit 
adultery Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs'---: 
Thou ſhalt not covet en Thos: ſhalt . 


q FI 


| 
x1 
ge)! 
U 
N 
. 
1 
I 
© 
f ” 
0 * 
| 
* 
* 
3 


EE SS 


" ＋ 
K 
— 2 


- and 2-4 * 
S 


1 


ͤß— ͤ Ä ̃ ͤ Ä ] 


'T = 1] 


kill: —are; evident prohibicions-againſt, injuring 
the life of a fellow: creature. : Theſe are ſanc- 
tioned with the moſt awful threatenings of 
divine vengeance, upon the tranſgreſſor. The 
wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, againſt 
all nageincls, and -onrightgguſpel of men.. 

But we * hs care of” our. heavenly. 8602 
over our ſhort, and - temporal: life, in thoſe clears 
diſtinct, and expreſs. paſſages, which are evi- 
dently eſtabjiſhed for its defence, and wherein 
the puniſhment of murder is poſitively required 
with unabated rigor.— —Whoſo ſheddeth man's 
blood, by manſhall his blood be ſned He that 


eee 


fmiteth a man that he die, ſhall - ſurely be put 


to death'f © And he that killeth any man, ſhall 
ſurely he put to death . Whoſo killetb any per- 
ſon, the murderer ſhall be put to death by the 


' mouth of witneſſes'—* Moreover ye ſhall take no 


ſatisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is 


guilty of death; but he ſhall be ſurely put to death. 


And ye ſhall take no ſatisfaction for him, for 
blood it def/eth: the land, and the land cannot be 
cleanſed. of the blood that is ſhed therein, but by 
the blood of bim that ſhed it \—If any man come 
praſumptuouſiy upon his neighbour, 70 lay him 
with guile, thou ſhalt take him from thine: Al- 
tare thas he die. 1 ns Th i SL SLY oo 


Nothing is more e plein in che n 1 
the ſacred; Laws, than the care of their Author 
over the lives and perſons of men. I might 
bring many other paſſages out of the Book of 
thor to illuſtrate and confirm this point, but 

at preſent.) there needs none I. will therefore 

VVV cone ſude 
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„Gen. ING + 1 Xi, Py t Lov. xxiv. 17. 
Noob. xxxv. 30. to the end. Exod. xxi. 14. 
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conclude it with three Rza/ons;i on which it 
ſeems to be founded. And thei rt is, that 
Man was made in tbe image of Godenhe ought, 
therefore, ſecondly, to live r bis :Creator's 
glory: and, thirdly, for bis an god. 
F! 0} 070769010 $007 37:56 | 
The jrft of theſe. reaſons is aſſigned by the 
Almighty himſelf, why man's blood obght not 
to be ſhed. © For: in the image of (God: made 
he man; therefore: at the hand of., every man's 
brother will I require the- life of man. The 
image of God in man, conſiſts in the ſimilitude 
of all his moral perfections engraven on his 
ſoul; which is alſo ſaid to be! his likenefs. 


e 


Let us make man in our image after our Like- 


neſs. If man, therefore, was the image of every 
excellency in the Deity I If the reſemblance of 
every perfection in the Godhead was found in 
the perſon of man !—it is eaſy. to fee how dear 
ſuch a perfon niuft be to his Creator. There- 
fore the firſt Murderer, or (as Satan is ſtiled, in 
relation to the temptation and, fall of our firſt 
Parents,} the Murderer from the' beginning, 
muſt ſoffer infinitely ſeverer puniſhment, for 
disfiguring and defacing this image in the foul 
of man. And for this good reaſon has he de- 
fended the life of -his once moſt noble creature 


from injury at the hand of his brother.“ * 


To 


* Diminiſhing or defacing the current coin of the nation. 
which bears the image of royalty, or any way injuring and 
deſtroying it, is death by law. This I mention as an illuſtra- 
tion of the high value, the King eternal, immortal, and in- 
viſible, puts upon the Creature which He has been pleaſed to 
dignify with the ſtamp of his Divine image, or to exalt with 
the ſignature of his infinite Royalty, Shall Kings de care- 
Ful by ror fubjeQs property, and their own honourable image, 
and ſhall the all-wiſe, and merciful God, be careleſs of an 
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it is -our duty to preſent them at his footſtool. 


| a6 } 
To which may be added, that though this 


image of righteouſneſs and true holineſs be loſt 


Sy fin, it may again be reſtored by grace, through 
our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, which the murderer for 
ever prevents in the myrdered, by this n 
action. But one creature, ſo highly dignifie 

in his birth and formation, taking away the life 
of another, ſtrikes as high as he can at the 
Original himſelf, and would not only deſtroy 
his likeneſs, but his being. Herein be imj- 
tates his father the Devil, 5 1 


This Reaſon may inform us, that the Al- 
mighty had ſtill a tender love of pity toward 
his creatures, and that their life was precious 
in his ſight, though they were all guilty, and 


that therefore he would not ſuffer one to prey 


upon or to deſtroy another. His bowels of com- 
paſſion move over their miſeries. They were 
once his delight; they are ſtill his offspring, 
and the objects of his pity. : 


The next _ Reaſon I mentioned, ariſes 
by way of inference from the preceding; which 
is, that man, created in the image of God, 
Mould live for his Creator's glory This, I hope, 
will be eaſily underſtood, as no conſequence is 
more natural than this, that the life which is ſup- 
Ported by the power of God, and defended by 
his divine Providence, ſhould be devoted to his 
fervice and glory. e 


He requires our homage and devotion, and 
© But 


Immortal creature, who is his own property, and of a life 
Which is an honourable reſemblance of his own nature, and 
exiſtence? Ass IT. Ansit, 


T6 


t But the dead praiſe not the Lord, neither any 
that go down into ſilence.” Thercfore it is 
highly proper that its Author and Preſerver 
mould, under the ſevereſt penalties, prohibit 
any infringment of a life, in the ſervices of 
hich he takes pleaſure, It is not more our 
ivilege to live under the bleſſing and care of 
30d, than it is our duty to glority him: there- 
fore he has commanded— Thou $SHALT Nor 
KILL, | | 


The laſt Reaſon is, that as every life is uſe- 
ful, ſo it is to be preſerved for the good of the 
whole. No man lives unto himſelf: He lives 
for others, and others live for him. The wif 
dom of divine Providence eminently appears, 
in the conſtitution of the whole human 


race into one grand ſociety, It is linked 
together by many ties, bonds, and endearing- 


connections, which cannot be altered by any 


but God himſelf. Who can diſſolve the ties of 


parents and children? Who ſhall ſeparate 
thofe whom God ' hath joined together? Who 
ſhall change the reciprocal obligations by which 
all Societies are bound together in one? The 
life therefore of every one, whom the Prefer- 
ver end Director of the whole is pleaſed to add 
to the body, muſt be ſupported and defended 
by every member; and it is reaſonable that the 
individual ſhould labour, for the good of the 
whole. 2 


To conclude the whole on this head: Of fo 
great importance is the life of one perſon, to 
himſeltf, to his neighbour, and to God, that if 
it was deſtroyed accidentally, by an irrational 
dumb creature, that creature muſt die for it. 
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c And, has your blood of your lives will ! 


require, at the hand of every beaſt will I require 


itl—* If an ox gore a man or a woman that 


they die, then the ox ſhall ſurely be ſtoned, and 


his fleſh ſhall not tbe eaten.“ 


how much more ſhall the blood of the mur- 


dered be required of the murderer! © When 


he maketh inquiſition for blood, he remem- 
bereth them.“ There is a day approaching, 
when © Murder fhall tremble. at her bloody 
feats.“ 


The way is now open for us to > ider, the 


great and horrid iniquity of infringing or de- 


 ftroying that life, which the providence of God is 
: ſo careful to defend and ſupport. The infringing 
of Life is INTENTIONAL MURDER ; and the de- 


ſtroying of it is ACTUAL MURDER. When either 
of theſe is committed by a perſon againſt him- 
ſelf, it is then SELF-MURDER, or Suicipe—for 
which there is no forgiveneſs. © No murderer 
hath eternal Life abiding in him,” and the felf- 
murderer cuts himſelf off from repentance, with- 
out which there is no pardon, - But more of this 
in its place. 


Envy and Malice, are thoſe helliſh diſpoſittons 
which are implanted by Satan in the mind of a 
man. The enemy takes care to nouriſh theſe 
by every means in his power. He takes care to 
repreſent the object of them in a falſe light to 
the mind of the envious, Even the good inten- 
tions and friendly offices of an envied perſon, 
are miſconſtrued and turned to his diſadvantage : 
And, Malice begins to guide the lan in 

. | Lander, 


XS 
Rander, when Envy gets 6 a firm and rooted hold 
in the Heart. 


Sometimes there is, and ſometimes there is 
not a Cauſe, Why chele firſt principles of Mur- 
der are admitted into the mind. That ſpirit 
is indeed, very nearly related to the Devil, who 
receives them without ſome apparent reaſon: 
But no reaſon in Nature can be aſſigned, why 
they ſhould be nouriſhed and propagated. On 
the contrary, every principle in nature and re- 
velation, ſtrongly pleads for their deſtruction : 
Notwithſtanding they grow, they ſwell, they 
break out in the perſon of the murderer ; 'whom 
the father of lies renders deaf to every remon- 
ſtrance from NET, connections, or conſan- 


puigieys- 


When the heart is. become bardenech and 
the conſcience callous, through the power of 
malice and envy; that perſon becomes à tor- 
ment to himſelf till he has emptied his infernal 
poiſon, on the character, or perſon. he hates. 
The deviliſh pleaſure he feels, is in blaſting, 
ruining, and As the object of his 
hatred. 


' He becomes a nia, a © dei a 
reviler; he will without any heſitation believe 
lies add to, and ſpread them abroad. He 
imitates his teacher, and is buſy to devour. 
The perſon he abhors, in his eſtimation, is not 
worthy of the name of God's creature : He will 
therefore rob him of it, and tread it to the 
ground, He will, where opportunity offers, 
blaſt - his reputation, and make him odious : 
In which calumny he wounds three at once, 

C 2 | himſelf, 


20 J 


| himſelf, his hearer, and the ſpoken of: He * 


an intentional murderer. 


How great 1s the iniquity of ſuch. cooduct! 
it murders and ruins the good name, which is 
better than precious ointment: that which is of 
the greateſt importance to uſcfulneſs in e 
and the comfort of life. | 


He who filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
But makes me poor indeed. 


© Whoſoever hateth his brother, is a mur- 


derer.“ — He, riſing. early with the light, kil- 
leth the poor and needy.'—* He ſitteth in the 
lurking places of the villages: in the ſecret pla- 


ces doth he murder the innocent. 


| Such a wicked character fills the mind with 
horror, when it becomes viſible and kno 


Every honeſt upright man will avoid with. 
deteſtation, a perſon ſo depraved; and will 
guard his perſon, reputation, and fame, from 
the depredations of his ſlanderous tongue. But 
ſome alas! are ſo circumſtanced in their con- 
nections and relations to ſuch, that it is im- 
| practicable to eſcape their perſecutions, or to 
avoid the violence of their malicious and en- 
raged paſſions. They murder at leaſt the peace 


of their own families, and kill the joys of thoſe 


they ought to comfort. They are hated in their 


neighbourhood, and deteſted by all who know 


them. It is not difficult to ſee that the Prince 


of the Power of the Air, leads them at his will. 


AcTUAL 


e 1 26h, iii. 14, 15. 


+ Pſalm, x. 8. — ſrom the ſecond to the eleventh verſe, 


ſ ar } 

Aetuar Mukbx next comes before us in 
all its horrid forms. Well may our hearts 
riſe and tremble at the unnatural, barbarous 
action! Who can behold it without being 
ſhocked to the utmoſt? A greater lin it is not 


in the power of man to commit: A more wick- 
ed action he cannot perpetrate ! 


* aking away life in ſelf-defence, when the 
life of the defender is threatened, or in danger, 
is not murder. F 


Accidentally deſtroying the life of another, 


when there is no envious or malicious defign 


preconceived againſt that life, is not murder. 


Nor is taking away the life of a public 
offender againſt the laws of his king and coun- 
try, by lawful authority, Murder. 


But it is the taking away the life of another, 
with a malicious intent of deſtroying the per- 
ſon, contrary to the expreſs command of 
God and all good government: It is an action 
replete with the higheſt wickedneſs in the ſight 
of God and man. 


I have ſaid ſo much upon it already, that I 
have the leſs to obſerve here; but muſt ſtill en- 
large a little, and point it out as an Offence 
againſt the Author of Life, the great God, in 
whom we live, move, and have our being ;— 
againſt the laws of Nature and Revelation, 
which we have ſeen eftabliſhed for the preſerva- 
tion of life; —againſt the exiſtence and well- 
being of ſociety, which depends on the life of 


every member ;—againſt the life, the relations, 


and 


1 


and connections of the murdered, who are all 
intereſted in the perſon deſtroyed; - and againſt 
the life and relations of the murderer himſelf. 


Maliciouſly deſtroying the life of a fellow- 
creature, is an horrid offence againſt the Author 
of Life. It hath pleaſed him to breath into 
the noſtrils of men the hreath of life; to make 
him a lieing ſoul; to form him in his own 
image. Man of courſe is the head of this in- 
ferior world; the ſovereign of the earth; and 
not more like his Maker in moral perfection, 
than in majeſty over the creatures. This digni- 
ty ought naturally to diſpoſe the mind to cle- 
mency and care over the inferior tribes, which 
it certainly does, in the mind ruled by right 


reaſon. 


But in the action we are at preſent conſider- 
ing, Reaſon has loſt her government, and Satan 
himſelf manages the reigns. Hurried on by 
paſſion and revenge, the depraved ſinner im- 
brues his hands in the blood of his fellow crea- 
ture, without any regard to the preſence and 
authority of his Maker. He not only robs 
him of his property, but he aſſumes his go-: 
vernment. He puts himſelf in the place of 
the living God, whoſe right it is to take, as 
well as to give life. He quenches that flame, 
which God himſelf hath kindled in the life of 
man. He in effect threatens what he would do 
ro God himſelf, if his ability was equal to his 
diſpoſition. This is an action which in part un- 
does the work of God; which ruins and deſtroys 


his family and offspring. It roots the plants 
out of his Vineyard; it is in all reſpects con- 
trary to him, Moſt juſtly, therefore, is his 


; Vengeance 


| 
ö 


ſuch wickedneſs out of his Creation. | 


1 | 


vengeance” rouſed and called out, to deſtroy 


1 510 action is againſt every principle of 
rectitude and order; it flies in the face of 


Nature, and would overturn the courſe thereof. 


Every regulation of reaſon and religion is 
broken by it. Nature trembles, and Religion 
weeps at Murder. The firſt is ſtruck at, and 
the laſt is cruelly wounded by it. The wicked 
ſinner breaks through every natural and moral 
reſtraint. No law dire&s here, but that of 
helliſh malice. and diabolic pride, which blinds 


his eyes to every juſt and good obligation, 


and puts into his hands the deſtroving weapon. 
Conſcience, the faithful Vicegerent of God, 
and preacher of natural and revealed religion, 
muſt firſt be mortally wounded, and be ren- 
dered unable to ſpeak, or make oppoſition be- 


fore this action can take place. Every natural 
feeling muſt be ſubdued, and every ſacred 


precept muſt be forgotton, and the man be made 
into a Devil, before he can perpetrate this 


horrid act. 


How juſt, then, that the Man whom neither 
Nature, Reaſon, Religion, nor Conſcience, can 
reſtrain from the moſt ſhocking of all actions, 
ſhould ſuffer the miſeries, all theſe are capable 


of inflicting on him. 


This is a fin againſt the well- being and ex- 
iſtence of Society, which depends on the life 
of every member. The whole body is attacked 
by this action, and the indignation, the venge- 


ance, and total deſtruction of the offending 


nn is juſtly * by the body at 
large. 


T a4 3 

large. This ſinner, in deſtroying the life of 
one fellow creature, threatens - the whole. He 
makes a ſchiſm in the body, and cuts off a 
member which he ought to protect. Inſtead of 
adminiſtring ſupport and comfort to it, he cuts 
off all, by cutting off the life ; and were ſuch 
actions to be unpuniſhed, Society muſt ſoon 


come to an end, and in a little time no life 
would be ſafe. | | 


The puniſhmet of this crime is one indiſ- 
penſible part of the Magiſtrates' duty. They 
are the gods in the Earth, whom the Almighty 
God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, has 
empowered to regulate and govern Society: to 
puniſh tranſgreſſors, and put murderers to 
death. They can never be too 'vigilant in de- 
tecting, and puniſhing this crime. Their own 
authority is contemned and deſpiſed by it, as 
well as the lives of all their innocent flock 
endangered. There ſhall % /atisfa#ion,” 
therefore, © be taken for the life of a murderer, 


Even the moſt barbarious Nations, who know 
nothing of the improvements of Art, and very 


little difference between moral good and evil, 


hold this crime in the utmoſt abhorrence, 


The well-being of Society depends ſo much 


upon the puniſhment of this crime, that every 


individual, within the knowledge of the exe- 
crable deed, muſt rejoice in the ſeverity of our 


Jaws againſt it, and feel a peculiar ſatisfaction in 
the vigorous execution of them: Becauſe, 


This crime is very great againſt the life, the 
relations, and the connections af the unbappy 
= perſon 


Fl 
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L prion who has loſt his life. A greater miſ- 


fortune cannot befal him whoſe life is taken 


away, The price of ten thouſand worlds can- 


not purchaſe or reſtore it again; it ceaſeth 


for ever as to this world, The loſs of an eye, 


a hand, or a foot, or any other neceſſary mem- 


ber of the body is great, and can hardly be 
| repaid again; but the loſs of Life, is the loſs of 


all. 


However valuable or beloved by his friends, 
the murderer robs them of their treaſure. He 
breaks the bonds of union, and cuts aſunder 
the cords of the deareſt affection. This is an 
action of the greateſt iniquity, as it dares, in 
ſpite of God and all his Miniſters—in ſpite of 
Nature, and. all her claims—in ſpite of Reli- 
gion, and all its grace and glorious hopes—it 
dares, I ſay, to make the Parent childleſs; to 


rob the tender Infant of its Parent; to cut off 


the Huſband from the Wife of his boſom, or 
the Wife from her Huſband; to rob the Sove- 
reign of his ſubject; the State of a member; 


— 


the Maſter of his ſervant; &c. &c. I 


It dares to ſend to the Tribunal of the Judge 
of all, a ſinner uncalled, perhaps unprepared, 
for the awful and ſudden ſtroke. How horrid! 
how awful! how heart rending this action! 
To deluge families and dear relatives with tears 
and blood; to affront the pure Majeſty of Jeho- 
vah, by renting the vail which he has placed 
between him and his creatures; and to thruſt 
into his ſacred preſence, an unwelcome gueſt ;— 
Such injuries to this world, and ſuch impenitent, 
audacious preſumption to the next, cannot pals 
uopuniſhed, 7 


D The 


: 
! 
ö 
| 
2 
7 
| 
: 
7 


: 0 . K =o, Bug _ 4 as 
r * N 1 een Pe 2 — 2 - 
* 
. 


go oegpoy ney wg = I YET IE at Ly. Wo ui HR * Nn 


. 26 1 


The Murderer therefore ſins againſt his own 
Hfe. The blood of the ſlain cries for revenge; 
the injured ſurviving relatives demand ſatisfac- 
tion; the ſtate requires exemplary puniſhment _ 
to be inflicted; and the righteous Governor of 


the Univerſe, commands his earthly gods to 


commit the impenitent, preſumptuous, and 


bloody wretch to him; to ſtrip him of life, and 


ſend him with all his guilt to his juſt tribunal, 
* for he that killeth with the ſword, muſt be 
£ killed with the fword,” | 

It is a melancholy reflection to the ſerious 
thinking part of ſuch a criminal's relations, 
that one of them ſhould have been guilty of 
ſuch a deed, as to make him the deteſted ob- 
ject of public juſtice. How has he tarniſhed 


their honour and reputation! He has left a 


horrid and indelible blot on his family! How 
many of them fervently wiſh he had never been 


born. The execrable action affects them in 


common with others, but they are more deeply 
wounded on the remembrance of the affinity 
which ſubſiſted between them and ſuch a 


wretch. 


But none of all theſe conſiderations have any 
weight to deter the au murderer from his 
horrid purpoſe. We may admit their prevalence 
where the intention is only formed, and the 
action never takes place; and happy vere it if 
blood-thirſty men would ſit down, and coolly 
eount the coſt, before they imbrue their wicked 
hands in blood, and thus think with them- 
ſelves— © I am going to commit an action, 
* which to God and man, to nature and religion, 
< to my King and country, to my 3 

cc and 


* 
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« and myſelf, to relations and friends, yea, to 
ce my foes and enemies, is the moſt horrid and 
© curſedly wicked. I forfeit my own life to 
ce Juſtice, and muſt certainly pay life for life, 
ce if my crime is diſcovered. If I ſhould eſcape 
© puniſhment from the hands of men, I cannot 
« flee from the hands of Almighty God, who is 
« a witneſs of the action I am about to commit. 
ce If I have ſo little value for the life I am going 


ee to deſtroy, I cannot inf reality have any more 


« for my own. I will : erefore judge of this 
ce matter a little further in the court of my own 
« conſcience, and will ſummon all things ſacred, 
< all that is valuable, near or dear, either to 
te this perſon or myſelf, to give their verdict 
© before I proceed.” | | 


SeLF MURDER is of all others the moſt ſhock- 
ing--for THAT ſinner preſumptuouſly forces him- 
ſelf into the preſence of God, in a fit of rage, 
madneſs, or diſappointment in this world. He 
is diſcontent with his lot in life; and the Provi- 
dence of God not being ſuited to his will, he 
plunges himſelf into eternity, approaches the 
Throne of the Almighty, to charge him with 
partial adminiſtration in his government, and to 
curſe him for his creation. 7, | 


The limits of this Diſcourſe do not permit 


me to enlarge on the worſt of ſins; but it is to 


theſe Murderers in particular, the truth of that 
ſaying of the Apoſtle belongs, that“ No mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him.“ We 
dare not cut off any other ſinner from the hopes 
of repentance and pardon. But this cuts off 

D 2 himſelf; 


® 1 John, iii, 15. 
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himſelf; he is juſtly debarred from all hope, and 
muſt aſſociate with ſinners of his own claſs, in 
the regions of: darkneſs and eternal deſpair, ' 


I now proceed to the sTEPs by which ſome men 
advance to this greateſt of all fins. And whilſt 
I point them out by way of gradation, as one 

leading to another, I pray God, while you view 
them at a diſtance, you may never advance 
nearer, but hold ever advance in iniquity, in 
the greateſt abhorencc. des 
Where then is the ſource of this evil? Our 
Lord and Saviour himſelf ſhall anſwer, For 
Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, &c. I am not here to inveſti- 
gate the origin of evil; but that evil thoughts 
are in the human heart, that they ariſe from, 
and proceed out, of it, is too evident in all the 
wickedneſs of the world, I ſhall'explain what 
I have in view, in theſe following particulars, 
which we often learn in the confeſſions of thoſe 
who have brought themſclyes to an untimely 
end, : 
| | 0 | 
The firſt is, caſting off the fear of God — 
Then keeping lewd and wicked company— Next 
follows open prophaneneſs, and blaſphemy, 
Sabbath-breaking, and contempt of Religion, 
We muſt not forget Drunkenneſs in this liſt— 
Which leads to Theft and Robbery. And, laſt 
of all, to the Sin we have opened. . Theſe I 
call the ſteps by which ſome men ariſe to the 
gallows, and the gibbet. And, thank God, it 
is but /ome men, who ariſe ſo high in iniquity ; 
but it is matter of much lamentation, that ſo 
many, or that any do. 
5 We 
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Wee are told in ſeveral places, That the fear 
dpf the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom;* which 
x: amounts to this, that no man is wiſe, till he 
has gathered his wiſdom from the knowledge 
of God; which inculcates a love and reverence 
of him. The man who knows God, as reveal- 
ed in the ſacred Scriptures, will love and ſerve 
him. He will fear to offend againſt the Author 


| of his being and mercies: he will love him for 
> every excellency of his Nature, and for every 
| | benefit of his Providence. ' He will then begin 


to act wiſely, as the ſervant and ſon of God. 
. He will count it his honour and glory, to be 
| able to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the ſervice of his 
- Maſter. | 


But on the other hand to caſt off the fear of 

+ God, is to have no regard to his authority, no 

„love for his ſervice, no reverence of his name. 

Such deſpiſe his word, and live in total neg- 

lect and 1gnorance of it; and when this becomes 

habitual, and is carried up from youth'to ma- 

: ture age, it is no wonder we ſee a mind fitted 

| for any wicked attempt. It is darkened through 

5 the ignorance which is in it. It is void of the 

knowledge and love of God. It is hardened 

through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, and to every 
good work reprobate. 
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| | \ 
; | Religious duties begin to be neglected, and 
are ſoon laid wholly aſide; God is not in 
all their thoughts; and they ſay, © What profit 
ſhall we have, if we pray unto him? If they 
© occaſionally attend on a public diſcourſe, in a 
place of divine ſervice, or join in the public 
prayers of a congregation; it is not to learn 
their duty, or to acquire the knowledge of God, 
5 5 8 or 
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neither take they hold of the paths of life.“ 


: k 1 


b 6 | | 
or to have their hearts formed according to his 
will ; but, from ſome other unworthy motive, 
unbecoming a rational creature. 5 


_ Having caſt off the fear of God, they ſoon. 


caſt off the fear of. man, and become lords of 
themſelves, diſdaining to be accountable either 
to God or man for any thing they do, their 
tongues are their own; Who, ſay they, ſhall 
be Lord over us? 


When the fear of God has no more place in 
the heart, when all communion and fellowſhip 
with him is reſigned, we are then to look for 
ſuch a perſon in the company of the wicked, 
He unites himſelf to the ungodly and the ſin- 
ners, who take counſel together againſt the 
Lord, He becomes a member of the Svna- 


gogue of Satan, and gives up himſelf to all 
-uncleanneſs with greedineſs. His throat is an 


open ſepulchre; with his tongue he uſes deceit; 


the poiſon of aſps is under his lips: His mouth 


is full of curſing and bitterneſs; deſtruction 
and miſery are in his ways. | i 


le falls into the ſnares of © the ſtrange and 


impudent woman who flattereth with her lips. | 


He goeth after her ſtraightway, as an ox goeth 
to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correction 
of the ſtocks; till a dart ſtrike through his 
liver, as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and know- 
eth that it is for his life. Her houſe in- 
clineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
dead. None that go unto her return again: 


This 
* See Proverbs, chap. vii. throughout. 


— 


4:31. 


This is a ſtriking deſcription of the 28010 
conſequences of forſaking God. Such a man 
falls into the hands of the lewd abandoned wo- 


man, who has not only forgotten the covenant 


of her God, but © conducts: her gueſts into the 

_ depths of hell; and though fhe ſhould be the 
deſtruction of thouſands, it never troubles or 
moves her, | 3 


Blaſphemy and open profaneneſs naturally 
refult from, and arife out of the preceding fins. 
The fear of God being caſt off, and the lot of 
life being caſt in among ſinners; it is an eaſy 
tranſition to paſs into the claſs of infidels who 
blaſpheme God, not only in common curſing 
and ſwearing, but in regular attacks on his 
being, perfections, and providence. They learn 
faſt in this School of Devils, and very ſoon ar- 

rive at the blaſphemous Doctrine, that there is 
NO God; and of courſe there can be no Pro- 
vidence: No reward of virtue; no puniſhment 
of vice, | FR 


This finner having blinded the eyes of his 
reaſoning powers, and having reduced his 
mind to a ſtate worſe than that of the beaſts 
which periſh, we need not be ſurprited to ſee 
him openly profane, and to hear him wickedly 
blaſpheme his God. Nothing ſacred has any 
influence upon his mind, and having periuvaded 
himſelf there is neither Heaven nor Hell, God, 
Devil, nor future ſtare; what remains but that 
he ſhould enjoy himſelf before he dies? 


Religion and divine worfhip are with him 
ridiculous. The Sabbath, to his profane mind, 


is no more than another day, except it be to 


give 
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1 3 3 
give him a greater occaſion of impiety in re- 
viling thoſe who make conſcience of religion, 
He moſt heartily deſpiſes every idea of it, and 
wickedly declares, that from firſt to Jaſt it 1s 


nothing elſe but prieft-craft. He therefore de- 


ſpiſes, derides, and perſecutes the ſacred order 
of God's Miniſters. He will not be reproved 
for his impiety, and will not be exhorted to 
any reſormation of his wicked, beaſtly, and 
helliſh life. He becomes a fearful finner, to 
ſpeak in the language of inſpiration. * 


The Lord's Day is abuſed by him to the moſt 
nefarious purpoſes. If he have a ſcheme of un- 
common wickedneſs to execute, that day is ſe- 
lected as the moſt proper time. Any buſineſs 
or recreation whatſoever, is more pleaſing to 


him, than the duties and ſervice of the day. 


The whole is not only a wearineſs to him, but 
a burden. It is a load of time he knows not 
how to bear. He therefore curſes the day, and 
the duties of it; and to eaſe himſelf as much as 


he can of the weight it impoſes on him, he 


goes to the tavern and ale-houſe, where he 
meets with ſome of his own claſs, with whom 


he lives in his element. 


Impiety, profaneneſs, debauchery, and lewd- 
neſs, are invariably attended by drunkenneſs, for 


this is the ſin which gives life and ſpirit, if not 


being and exiſtence to them all. Many excuſe 
occaſional drunkenneſs as attended with no 


great 


Rev. 21. 8. But the fearful and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers and ſorcerers, 
and idolators, and all liars, ſhall have their part in the lake 


which burneth with fire and brimſtone. 


t 2 1 


gest Ane But one occaſion brings on ano- 


ther; and who can foretel what one drunket 


bout may occaſion. Many murders have been 


. committed in occaſional drunkenneſs, for which 
the life of the drunkard has been ſacrificed, 
And we may venture, without heſitation, to ſay, 
if it was not for this abounding ſin of drunk- 

enneſs, there would not be ſuch abounding i im- 
morality in our country. Surely ſuch a grow 
ing evil requires ſome remedy, which the wiſ- 


dom of aur Magiſtrates only can 9 m_ : 


their authority apply. 


Habitual Hrunkards muſt have wherewith to 
. it, which leads them to theft and rob- 
They become watchful ſpies over the 


y of their neighbours, and ſeize an op- | 


bort iy when it offers, to plunder them. 


It is not unſrequent that the robber be- 
comes a murderer; and that '2 murderer has 
ariſen to this moſt hortid action by theſe gras 


dual ſteps 1 have mentioned, will, I hope, ap- 


pear very evident on this laft conſideration 4 
Murderers are moſt commonly impious, pro- 
fane, debauched-dronkards. Though theſe may 
oſten be found in the character of che man 


who has not been guilty of the laſt; yet, a ſtep 


higher is ſoon made, and once (made is never 
| retrieved again. | 


We now come to the laſt part . this Diſ- 
eourſe, which is the practical uſe to be made of 
it. What great reaſon have we to be thankful 


for our temporal, as well as ſpiritual privileges, 
and to guard age any abuſe of them, Th 
E | 
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particular manner the O4j2s of divine goodneſs 


and providence. It is the hand of God which 
has hedged us round, with ſo many excellent 
inſtitutions and good laws. He has bleſſed the 
exertions of our progenitors, in defending and 
ſecuring our liberties. An abuſe of theſe is an 
ungrateful reflection on their vigilance and care. 
Have they loſt their property and blood for our 
advantage, and ſhall we abufe our beſt and 
deareſt bleſſings, by I and en 
them? 


3 enlightened. mind muſt he filled with 
ſhane. on the account of ſuch fellow ſubjects : 


And when public quſtice apprehends and puniſhes 
this ſort of ſinners, it muſt afford real ſatisfac- 


tion to the upright and honeſt ming 


| How thankful too, ought we all to be to our 


vigilant and active Magiſtrates, whom the Pro- 
vidence of God has entruſted with the care of 


our perſons. and properties. They are tho 


Watchmen of the State; to whom our reverence 


and eſteem, under God, is due. He that re- 


ſiſtetk their power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 
God; but he that obeyeth ſhall have praiſe of 


the ſame. We ought, therefore, to be ſubject, 
not only for wrath, but for conſcience ſake.” * 


„ The worthy Magiſtrates in this part of the State, at this 
particular time, deterve the thanks of the Neighbourhood 
around them, and of the public at large. | Their active di. 


ligence has been highly — and worthy of every 


degree of en 
e There 


i 
_— 


ſal-moor. 


[3 ] 


It fellows of courſe in this place, that the 
Miniſters of the ſacred Sanctuary, who are the 
Meſſengers of Peace from God to Man, ſhould 
unite their moſt fervent prayers and endeavours 
to form the minds of their flocks to an abhor- 


| rence of Vice, and a love of Virtue, This is a 
principal part of our employment. Our Di- 


vine Maſter requires and expects it at our hands. 
Let our profeſſed eſteem for his Name and Au- 
Lhority, excite our diligence, + : N 


E 2 | Of 


There are two inſtances of this I cannot juſtly omit; 
The firſt is in the caſe of the unhappy criminal who has 
been before alluded to in the introduction of this Diſcourſe, 
whom the Magiſtrate who had the chief direction of conduct- 
1ng to the Gibbet, contrived to ſuſpend on a Cart, by means 
of a frame made on purpoſe, and in this manner conducted 
the body through the priacipal ſtreets of Stockport, on the 


public Market-day. To the credit of the Gentlemen of the 


Town, many of them attended in ſulema proceſſion, to add 
the greater weight to the awful occaſion. © 

The other inſtance took place the 11th. of September laſt, 
in Mancheſter; when the Officers of Juſtice, and a great 
number of Gentlemen, attended a Criminal under ſentence 
of Death for Robbery, to the place of his execution on Ker- 

The motive of ſuch public proceſſions is excellent and 
praiſe-worthy, as it ariſes from the enlightened and liberal 
ſentiments, for which that large and populous Town is ſo 
juſtly remarkable; and as it ſtamps a public odium on public 
vice. The interior claſſes of the labouring and induſtrious 
community, cannot heip feeling reſpect for exalted characters, 
thus ſtepping forward in a body, to ſhew their abhorrence of, 
and to unite their endeavours againſt growing iniquity. 

The united prayers of the moſt ſerious ought not to be 
wanting for the proſperity of ſuch laudable efforts; and the 
gratitude of ſo populous a vicinity ought to be manifeſted 
to the Divine Providence we have been ſpeaking of, ſor 


_ ſuch a ſpirit and ſuch exertions. 
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Of what vaſt i importance is it to train up the 
young and riſing generation in the way it ſhould 
o! Youth is the time to ſtamp good impreſſions 


on the mind. Too great care cannot be taken f 


the minds and morals of children. To make them 
able to read, and to lead them into the Know- 
ledge of rhe Word of God, is the indiſpenſible 
duty of Parents and Inſtructors. It is for want 
of this ſo much ignorance abaunds. If there- 
fore, Parents, you would fulfil your duty to 
God, your offspring, and the community, ſow 
the ſeeds of divine truth in the tender foil. If 
you would have the fruit of your children's 
lives unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life, 
be careful to implant in them a love of Religion 
and Virtue, which you can only teach them out 
of the Book of God. Remember, he gives 
children for a bleſſing, and not a curſe. Curſe not 
your children then by neglecting their religious, 
inſtruction, left they, in their matured igno- 
rance, curſe you to your face. | 


We, who are bleſſed with ſo many mercies, 


benefits and favours from God, ought each in 
our place, and according to our ability, to im- 
m. de 


prove the our own advantage, and the 
Be nefactor's glory. Whilft our life is ſupported. | 


by his rich and \never-failing Providence, let it 


be our anxious care to devote that life to his 


. honour, Hear how all things call for our gra- 
_ titude to him! The riches of his goodneſs and 


liberality are manifeſt in every bleſſing of Na- 
ture, by which our exiſtence in this world is 
made comfortable and happy. Let our grate- 
ful praiſes therefore, be offered up to him. He 
candeſcendingiy receives this tribute at our 

dn, ” 


hands. He that offereth ' praiſe,” ſays hey 
© glorifieth me.“ F 1 


What ſhould excite our higheſt gratitude and 
thankfulneſs is, the condeſcenſion of his love 
in giving us the knowledge of his ſacred will. 

In this we have line upon line, and precept 
upon precept. His bleffed word gives us the 
knowledge of his divine Majeſty and perfec- . 
cons ref our duty to him as the living, true, 

and eternal Deity ; of the * covenant of grace 
and redemption through our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; 
and of that eternal felicity which awaits his 
humble and fincere fervants in a future ſtate, 
© Life and Immortality are brought to light by 
the Goſpel.” | 5 | . 


Of what infinite importance then is the Word 
of God to every one of us! It teaches us to 
love and protect one another, in every ſtation 
and relation of life. The unity of God; the 
unity of his Diſpenſations; and the unity of 
his Word; ſhould teach all his intelligent 
Creatures unity in the Spirit, which is the 
bond of peace. Let the Word of God then 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admoniſhing: 
one another.“ e | 


Here we behold the juſtice and holineſs of 
| God,. no leſs evidently than his mercy and love. 
He has, in his ſacred hiſtory, exhibited the greateſt 
tranſgrefſors, as monuments of his juſt indigna- 
tion. He ſet a mark peculiar to the offence on 
the firſt murderer, and through all generations 
has invariably puniſhed this moſt heinous offence 
in the moſt exemplary manner. His. moſt holy 

: VVV 


L ] 


altar, which was a protection to all other offen- 
ces, was none to the malicious and bloody 
murderer. Let us reverence and adore the 
moſt holy and * God, tape will © by rg means 
clear the guilty,” 3 45 


To manifeſt the purity of his juſtice, we woe 
often ſeen the exertions of his Providence, in 
bringing ſecret murders to light, and expoſing 
them to the public view of men. The moſt 
trifling circumſtances in other caſes, have been 
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f the moſt important meſſengers here. An, un- | 
ih guarded wprd, a dog, a cane, an handkerchief,* 
14 have been, by the order of Providence, the 
„ meſſengers of juſtice, in detecting, apprehend- 
"aA ing, and puniſhing murderers. © How un- 
lp ſearchable are his Jedgrnents, and his _ paſt 
11 finding out.“ 7 
14 What a miſerable conſcience muſt that be, 
4 that is defiled with human blood! It never 
"al can be eaſy—it muſt neceſſarily be like the 
5 


troubled ſea, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
18 dirt: and with ſuch terror does it fall the whole 
j ſoul, as ſometiines to compel the guilty cri- 
minal to appear before the tribunal of Juſ- 
tice uncalled, to confeſs his ſin, and ſubmir 
| to his deſerved puniſhment. © Blood has a 
ik voice to reach the ſkies.” © Thy. Brother's 


1 blood crieth unto me from the ground, ſaid 
1 God to Cain. | | 
|| . Men 


—— — 


— —— 
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* This was the very means, by which M*Namara was 
convicted of the robbery, for which he ſuffered on Kerſale 
Moor, before alluded to, in the note page 35. 
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Mien and brethren! What -a happy thing is i 
8 have our conſcience cleanſed from all ſim. 


The blood of Jeſus Chriſt only can do this. 
Every fin is of a damning nature, and although 


none of us have,; through:imercy, been guilty 
of this moſt atrocious action; et, on the other 
hand none of us can ſay, I have a clear con- 


ſcience from all ſin. If any man fay, I have 
not ſinned, he deceiveth himfelf, and the truth 


is not in him. If we confeſs our ſins, he is 
faithful. and juſt to forgive us our ſins; and to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.— And 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us 


from all fin.?!“ > : Et 


To conclude. Since the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God; cleanſeth from all ſin, we are 
warranted to ſay, that it can even cleanſe 
away the guilt of MuxDbz R. © Blood di- 
vine has power to expiate the guilt of ſin.” 
And we have reaſon to conclude, that many of 
thoſe whoſe wicked hands were defiled with the 
Cot pure and innocent blood that ever was 
ſhed, were waſhed, were ſanctified, were juſti- 
fied by it, | 


The blood of ſprinkling that fpeaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel, has a fountain 


of merit and excellency in it of ſuch extent, 


that no repenting penitent ſinner, though his 
hands be defiled with blood, and conſcience 
with every kind and manner of guilt, need 

| deſpair 


®* It is not here intended to be underſtood, that the guilt 
of murder can be taken away by any other atonement in 
this world, than by the life of the murderer. 
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of divine - -mercy; if bis hearr-aan 
| publican's' Prayer, JG be merciful do me 
nen: e Di) 477 to Eid 7 


? At 417 5 5 1 21 5 2 it FY 6411 2 FM: T. 
Nom to him: that is of Newer to eſtablich 


bargording to "the Golpel and preaching of 
rat Chriſt, according tothe Revelation of the 
Myſtery, which was kept ſecret ſince the world 
began; but now is made maniſeſt; and by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, acearding to the 


commandment of the everlaſting God, made 


kndown-unto all nations for the obedienee of 
ſaith To God only wiſe, be glory, this 
Jeſus Chriſt; for ever. Amen. 
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